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KANSASINFORMATIONNOTICE 01-06: MEDICAL MISADMINISTRATIONS CAUSED
BY HUMAN ERRORSINVOLVING GAMMA
STEREOTACTIC RADIOSURGERY (GAMMA
KNIFE)

Addresses

All medical licensees authorized to conduct gamma stereotactic radiosurgery treatments

Purpose

The Kansas Radiation Control Program received the enclosed notice from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) to aert addressees of the importance of following written directives and treatment
planning procedures, and the need to pay attention to detail during preparation and administration of gamma
stereotactic radiosurgery.

Description of Circumstances

NRC hasbecome aware of 16 medical misadministrations, involving gammastereotactic radiosurgery, that
have occurred during the past few years. Fifteen of these 16 misadministrations were attributed to human
error, especially whileentering datainto acomputer treatment program and during the verification of patient
coordinate settings.

Discussion

See the attached NRC INFORMATION NOTICE 2000-22 dated December 18, 2000

Thisinformation notice does not require any specific action or written response. If you have any questions
about the information in this notice, please do not hesitate to contact this office.

Division of Environment, Bureau of Air and Radiation (785) 296-1560
Radiation Control Program, Forbes Field, Bldg. 283 FAX (785) 296-0984
Topeka, KS 66620-0001 Internet Address: http://www.kdhe.state.ks.ug/radiation

Printed on Recycled Paper



